INFANTRY 

DIVISION 


MAJOR  GENERAL  EMIL  F.  REINHARDT 


Germany,  20.  July  1945 

To  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Fighting  69th  Infantry  Division: 

Recorded  on  these  pages  is  a  review  of  the  accomplishments  of 
this  Division,  of  its  preparation  to  fight  and  its  fight  against  Germany.  It 
is  not  a  complete  picture— many  small  pictures  are  missing.  They  are  not 
forgotten,  and  as  you  leaf  through  these  pages  they  will  be  recalled  to 
your  memory.  You  have  smoothly  and  efficiently  carried  out  every  assig¬ 
ned  mission  from  the  day  this  Division  entered  the  line  until  V-E  Day.  Your 
high  esprit  and  your  fighting  spirit  lived  up  to  every  expectation.  I  extend 
to  you,  the  Officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Fighting  69th  Infantry 
Division  my  most  sincere  congratulations  and  praise  for  the  job  well  done. 


Sincerely, 


E.  F.  REINHARDT, 

Major  General,  U.  S.  Army, 
Commanding. 


So  near  to  grandeured  is  our  dust,’ 

So  near  to  God  is  man; 

That  when  duty  calls  to  youth  "thou  must"! 
The  youth  replied,  "I  can". 


acred  to  us  is  the  memory 

of  those  who  made  the 

/  " 

supreme  sacrifice  on  the 
field  of  battle  that  we, 
and  the  cause  for  which  we  fought, 
might  endure.  Bravely,  without  hesita¬ 
tion,  oft  times  knowing  that  their  lives 
would  be  the  price  of  success,  these, 

i 

our  heroes  dead,  went  forth  to  battle. 
Not  the  least  among  these  to  whom  we 

V  .  ' 

make  this  dedication  are  those  whose 
bodies  felt  the  pain  ofwounds.Tothose 
then,  who  Sleep  and  those  who  bear 
the  scars  of  WAR,  we  dedicate  this,  the 
history  of  the  “Fighting  69th  Infantry 
Division”. 
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!  ACTIVATION 


May  15,  1  943 
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15  May  1943 — A  new  unit,  the  69th  Infantry  Division,  was  born 
at  Camp  Shelby,  Mississippi.  There  in  the  shadows  of  the  DeSoto  Na¬ 
tional  Forest,  it  grew  into  a  fighting  team.  Eighteen  months  of  drilling, 
training,  maneuvers,  correcting  and  changing,  sending  out  replace¬ 
ments,  (the  division  had  furnished  over  15,000  men  and  had  furnished 
a, number  of  officers  equivalent  to  a  100%  of  its  total  strength),  receiv¬ 
ing  new  men  then — more  training  and  maneuvers.  It  is  a  proven  fact 
that  few,  if  any,  divisions  received  more  or  better  training  than  we  did. 
For  two  hot  summers  and  a  cold  winter  we  carried  on.  During  the 
summer  days,  dust  and  heat — during  the  nights,  chigger.s,  wood  ticks 
and  mosquitoes  were  our  constant  companions.  Through  the  cold 
winter  which  brought  rain  and  mud  we  continued  to  train.  We  worked 
hard,  but  we  also  played.  There  were  diversionary  periods,  passes, 
leaves,  furloughs.  We  went  to  Flattiesburg,  about  10  miles  away,  or, 
had  a  good  time  in  New  Orleans,  about  two  hours  away  by  road  and 
rail.  The  emphasis,  however,  was  the  training  for  the  “big’’  day.  We 
wondered  often  “would  it  ever  come?  ',  and  come  it  did.  On  the  31st 
day  of  October  1944,  the  first  contingent  of  the  Division  left  for  the 
staging  a" 
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SHELBY  T 

Some  knew  where  we  were 
going — most  of  the  men  did 
not.  Throughout  the  train 
ride  you  could  hear  this 
question:  “I  wonder  where 
we  re  going?”  Through  fa¬ 
miliar  railroad  stations  we 
passed,  rolling  on  to  our  des¬ 
tination.  Finally  we  thought 
it  might  be  New  York.  It 
wasn’t,  but  it  was  close. 
Camp  Kilmer,  New  Jersey, 
where  no  sooner  had  we 
taken  off  our  packs  before 


as 


we  found  ourselves  going 
through  the  routine  of  pro¬ 
cessing  for  overseas  ship¬ 
ment.  Processing  was  carried 
on  with  speed  and  efficiency 
so  that  soon  we  were  on 
passes. — New  York,  Wash¬ 
ington,  anywhere  within  our 
time  limit  of  12  to  24  hours. 
Then  the  order  “No  more 
passes”.  We  knew  that  our 
time  in  the  good  ole  USA 
was  running  out.  Get  ready 
now — we  re  going  over! 
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OCEAN  VOYAGE 

30  N  OV.  TO  12  DEC.  1944 

How  quickly  time  passed  at  Kilmer.  It 
seems  that  we  had  no  sooner  arrived  there 
than  we  were  leaving  again.  This  was  it — the 
New  York  Port  of  Embarkation.  The  ocean 
voyage,  who  can  forget  it!  Those  hearty  sailors 
who  stood  on  the  deck  and  said,  “Boys,  this  is 
the  life”,  were  stared  at  by  those  poor  souls 
whose  eyes,  reflecting  murder,  bulged  from  a 
pale  green  countenance.  For  about  12  days 
we  lived  in  spite  of  everything  as  only  the 
army  can  live  at  sea.  Remember  the  cheers  on 
the  boat  when  it  was  announced  that  England 
was  our  destination — and  England  it  was. 
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England 

The  forward  elements  of  the  Division  arrived  in  England 
on  29  Nov.  1944 — the  remainder  on  15  Dec.  1944.  England 
proved  to  be  a  land  of  many  interests — not  too  much  unlike 
life  in  the  States.  Yes,  they  drove  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
road  but  we  got  used  to  that.  It  wasn’t  too  long  before  we 
were,  more  or  less,  comfortably  situated  in  the  billets.  Passes 
were  in  effect,  and  many  had  the  opportunity  to  see  London 
and  other  places  of  interest— old  in  the  traditions  of  England. 
Many  pleasant  memories  remain  of  England.  They  had  suffer¬ 
ed  and  knew  we  were  soon  to  suffer  so  a  smile  and  a  warm 
handclasp  was  ever  ready  for  the  American  soldier.  Here 
again  we  trained.  Hikes  kept  us  hard.  Lectures  on  uniforms 
and  equipment  of  the  german  army,  range  practice  firing 
where  we  zeroed  in  our  rifles  for  the  last  time,  where  the  ar¬ 
tillery  with  the  infantry  cannon  companies  took  off  the  last 
rough  edges---these  busied  us.  We  unpacked  our  cargo,  un¬ 
packed  our  equipment  and  made  it  ready  for  the  final  test.  No 
one  knew  but  it  might  be  soon,  for  von  Rundstedt  had  broken 
deep  into  our  lines  and  the  battle  of  the  bulge  was  raging. 
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Miles  upon  milesfrom  home, 
from  our  familes — sure,  we 
were  homesick,  but  others 
in  England  were  homesick, 
too.  Little  children,  who  had 
been  bombed  out,  and  the 
soldiers  got  together  and 
had  Christmas  parties,  ff 
those  children  had  as  much 
fun  at  the  parties  as  the  sol¬ 
diers,  then  they  surely  had 


T  M  A  S 

a  wonderful  time.  But  the 
Christmas  Day  was  marred 
because  the  Division  receiv¬ 
ed  orders  to  furnish  2200 
men  as  reinforcements  to 
leave  immediately.  So  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  many  soldiers 
whose  hands  a  few  hours 
before  held  the  hand  of  a 
little  child,  now  held  a  rifle 
ready  to  go  to  the  front. 
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In  Winchester,  England, 
where  was  stationed 
Division  Headquarters 
and  some  of  the  units 
of  the  division,  stood 
many  historical  land¬ 
marks — the  Cathedral, 
the  Church  of  St.  Cross, 
Guildhall,  KingArthur's 
Round  Table,  OldWest 
Gate,  etc.  Winchester 
was  the  ancient  capital 
of  England.  It  is  steeped 
in  legend  and  tradition. 


There  standsthe  beauti¬ 
ful  Winchester  Cathe¬ 
dral,  built  in  1079.  Time 
moved  backward,  and 
history  seemed  to  march 
before  you  when  you 
entered  the  portals  and 
stood  within.  After  a 
tour  of  this  majestic 
structure,  no  doubt  ma¬ 
ny  wondered  what  stor¬ 
ies  would  be  told  could 
these  stones  but  speak. 


REINFORCEMENTS 


Somewhere  in  England,  once  again  the  Division 
was  sending  out  men  as  reinforcements.  A  long  trip 
by  truck  through  the  snow  and  cold  to  an  airfield  to 
>  await  transportation  by  air  to  the  front.  At  the  air¬ 
field,  the  ever-ready  Red  Cross  Clubmobiles  set  up 
ready  to  serve  these  hundreds  of  men  hot  coffee  and 
donuts  which  was  like  a  gift  from  heaven  after  that 
long  cold  ride.  As  they  passed  through  the  donut  line, 


they  filed  into  a  large  auditorium  to  hear  General 
Reinhardt  who,  but  a  few  hours  before  had  been 
their  Commanding  General.  “Attention"  was  called 
as  the  General  made  his  entrance  on  the  stage.  The 
men  were  again  seated  this  time,  quietly,  expectant. 
The  General  began  to  speak — his  voice  unsteady 
with  emotion.  He  told  them  how  proud  he  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  Division  felt  to  have  served  with  them  and 
how  much  sorrow  was  felt  that  they  were  leaving  our 
team.  He  told  them  he  was  not  afraid  for  them  be¬ 
cause  they  had  proved  in  training  that  they  had  learn¬ 
ed  their  lessons  well,  but  urged  them  to  make  sure 
that  in  the  heat  of  battle  those  lessons  learned  were 
not  forgotten.  Again  the  General’s  words  brought  out 
the  point  that  our  loss  of  so  many  fine  fighting  men 
would  be  another’s  gain,  and  that  some  day,  perhaps 
sooner  than  we  expected,  we  might  find  ourselves 
again  fighting  together  shoulder  to  shoulder  although 
not  in  the  same  unit,  but  in  the  same  army,  against 
the  same  foe  and  toward  the  ultimate  goal — Victory 
over  Germany. 
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EMBARKATION 

21  JANUARY  1945 
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England  to  France 

Alert!  Now  we  were  leaving  England — bound  for  France 
across  the  historic  body  of  water,  the  English  Channel.  We  thought 
we  were  crowded  coming  from  U.S.A.  to  England,  but  on  this 
trip  we  felt  that  sardines  had  nothing  on  us.  Man,  was  it  cold! 
The  thought  of  reaching  the  shore  of  sunny  France  appealed  to 
us.  On  the  average,  most  of  us  made  the  trip  in  about  20  hours  to 
land  at  LeHavre,  France. 
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L  E  HAVRE  23  JAN.  1945 

This  was  France — what  a  mess!  LeHavre  looked  as  if  some 
giant  hammer  had  been  pounding  upon  it.  In  spite  of  all  the 
destruction,  the  harbor  was  a  busy  place — ships  everywhere. 
They  were  moving  men,  supplies,  trucks,  artillery — all  the  vital 
necessities  of  waging  war.  We  wondered  how  they  could  keep 
it  all  straight.  Those  who  were  riding  the  trucks  drove  right  out 
of  the  ships,  formed  into  convoys  and  moved  on.  The  infantry, 
loaded  down  with  their  equipment,  marched  through  what 
seemed  to  be  an  endless  street  into  a  railroad  station.  We  board¬ 
ed  army  pullmans  called  in  France  the  “40&8’’.  Sunny  France — 
what  stuff!  Beaucoup  snow  and  so  cold  that  the  proverbial  brass 
monkey  had  at  least  one  ear  frost  bitten.  But  finally  the  trip 
was  over  and  we  arrived  at  our  various  destinations  in  the  area 
of  Forges  les  Eaux  (which  was  the  C.  P.  of  the  Division).  The  artil¬ 
lery  landed  at  LeHavre  and  moved  to  Normanville  The  69fh 
Division  was  now  in  France. 
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FORGES  LES  EAUX 

From  Forges  les  Eaux,  the  Division  moved  to  vicini¬ 
ty  of  Liesse/ France,  arriving  there  on  2  Feb.  1945,  and 
on  9  Feb.,  the  Division  was  poised  in  assembly  areas  in 
the  vicinity  of  Montenau,  Belgium,  awaiting  orders  to 
effect  the  relief  of  the  99th  Division  in  the  Siegfried  Line. 
The  area  around  Montenau  and  the  assembly  areas  of 
infantry  and  artillery  all  bore  the  signs  “heavy  fighting” 
because  this  was  the  area  through  which  the  Battle  of  the 
Bulge  had  raged.  Discarded,  destroyed  equipment  lay 
about.  The  signs  “Minen”  were  all  about  reminding  one 
to  walk  and  drive  carefully.  Here  we  saw  our  first  Ger¬ 
man  dead — there  were  many  of  them.  The  stay  of  the 
troops  in  the  assembly  areas  was  very  short,  and  on 
10  Feb.  the  first  elements  of  the  division  started  moving 
into  the  line. 
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iL  By  »he  evening  of  12  Feb.  1945,  the  infantry  and  artillery  of 
tt1...™1  In'antry  Division  had  completed  the  relief  of  the  99th 

DlT.°n;Jne  ?71st  Regt'  0n  the  North'  273rd  ReQh  on  the  South 
and  the  272nd  Regt.  in  reserve.  Division  artillery  in  support.  The 

move  was  completed  and  the  Division  C.  P.  was  set  up  in  Mur- 
ringen,  Belgium. 
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This  was  Germany — this  was  the  infamous  Siegfried 
Line.  Some  of  the  positions  occupied  by  the  infantry  and 
artillery  w^re  in  the  pillboxes  themselves.  The  roads 
were  muddy  and  rough.  It  rained  and  it  snowed.  The 
enemy  harrassed  us  with  artillery,  screaming  meemies. 
Life  here  at  the  front  was  anything  but  pleasant.  The 
division  held  its  positions  in  the  line  from  10  Feb.  until 
27  Feb.  During  this  period,  intensive  patrolling  was  car¬ 
ried  out  locating  the  disposition  and  strength  of  the 
enemy  opposing  us.  Patrol  action  of  the  infantry  units, 
support  given  by  the  artillery,  the  action  of  the  services 
of  supply  and  communications  in  the  division  was  highly 
commendable.  It  proved,  beyond  doubt,  that  our  train¬ 
ing  had  been  well  done.  We  had  a  good  team. 

THE  ATTACK  .  .  . 

On  the  morning  of  27  Feb.  1945,  the  69th  Division 
attacked  with  two  regiments  abreast  with  the  mission  of 
seizing  and  holding  the  high  ground  between  Honningen 
andGescheid.  In  the  north  the  objective  had  been  taken 
by  0900/  in  the  south  the  objective  was  taken  by  1100, 
and  six  towns  had  been  overrun:  Fionningen,  Buschem, 
Dickerscheid,Gescheid,  Rescheid  and  Oberreifferscheid. 
This  was  where  our  training  with  the  artillery  insured 
the  quick  success  of  the  infantry.  For  months  in  the 
States  we  had  trained  with  the  close  support  of  artillery. 
Nov/  we  had  plenty,  15  battalions  in  all.  The  artillery 
sure  sounded  good  going  over  to  the  Germans.  Attach¬ 
ed  to  the  Division  at  this  time  was  the  661stTank  Des¬ 
troyer  Battalion  which  did  a  marvelous  job  of  support¬ 
ing  in  the  initial  attack  and  continued  to  do  the  same 
job  in  our  battle  across  Germany. 
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On  6  March  1945,  patrols  reported  evidences  of  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  enemy.  V  Corps  was  called  and  permission 
was  granted  to  initiate  an  advance  to  maintain  contact. 
All  three  regiments  were  ordered  to  advance.  It  was  soon 
evident  that  the  enemy  was  withdrawing  rapidly,  but  they 
left  mined  roads  and  road  blocks  with  small  delaying  par¬ 
ties.  The  big  problem  was  communications  and  roads.  The 
Germans  had  effectively  blocked  the  one  good  road  in  the 
Division  zone  of  advance.  Everything  they  did  not  want  to 
carry  with  them  was  used  to  block  our  advance.  The  ad¬ 
vance,  in  spite  of  obstacles,  however,  was  rapid.  From  the 
starting  position  of  our  advance,  along  the  line  Honningen- 
Gescheid,  the  Division  moved  18  kilometers  to  the  east, 
passing  through  approximately  300  pillboxes.  Forty-two 
towns  were  overrun  during  this  drive,  the  largest  being 
Schmidtheim  and  Dahlem.  Approximately  200  prisoners 
had  been  taken.  On  7  March,  the  Division  C.  P.  was  set  up 
in  Schmidtheim. 
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As  the  Division  completed  its  assembly  in  the  area 
about  Schmidtheim,  history  was  being  made  approximately 
40  miles  to  the  east  along  the  Rhine  River.  On  the  8th  of 
March  1945  the  Ludendorff  Bridge  across  the  river  had 
been  captured  intact.  Streams  of  men  and  equipment  were 
pouring  through  across  the  Rhine  to  establish  the  Remagen 
Bridgehead.  The  Division,  however,  remained  in  this  area 
to  reorganize,  rest,  service  our  equipment.  Critiques  were 
held  on  the  conflict  we  had  just  gone  through  in  order  to 
correct  some  of  the  errors  which  had  been  brought  out. 
In  addition,  the  area  to  which  we  had  been  assigned  was 
patrolled,  searched  for  supply  dumps  and  ammunition  and 
equipment  the  Germans  left  behind  in  their  retreat. 
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Road  blocks  were  setupto  screen  and  processcivilians 
for  here  we  saw  the  first  instances  of  Germans  attempting 
to  drop  out  of  army  life  by  merely  changing  into  civilian 
clothes.  Our  stay  in  this  area  was  brightened  somewhat 
by  the  fact  that  we  were  able  to  locate  and  liberate  sup- 
plies  of  excellent  Rhine  Wine.  Shortly  orders  came  down 
directing  us  to  move  up  to  the  Rhine  and  relieve  the  2nd 
Division  and  to  take  over  the  mission  of  protecting  the 
bridge  area  in  the  V  Corps  zone.  The  movement  started 
east  toward  the  Rhine  on  the  21st  of  March.  Part  of  our 
division  Artillery  however  had  already  preceded  us  and 
was  serving  as  additional  artillery  battalions  in  support  of 
the  Remagen  Bridgehead. 
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From  the  8th  of  March  up  until  the  time 
of  our  own  crossing  the  entire  western  front 
had  moved  up  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
Rhine  River.  The  Ludendorff  Bridge  had  coll¬ 
apsed,  but  before  its  collapse  bridges  had 


been  built  across  to  facilitate  the  movement 
of  troops  and  supplies  with  the  expanding 
of  the  Remagen  Bridgehead. 
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On  the26th  of  March  one  regimental  task  forcecross* 
ed  the  Rhine.  The  vehicles  of  the  task  force  crossed  Victor 
Bridge  at  Niederbreisig;  foot  elements  were  ferried  across 
in  assault  boats.  To  make  up  the  task  force,  the  infantry 
regiment  had  added  to  it  the  following  elements:  406th 
Artillery  Group;  955th  F.  A.  Battalion,  Company  B  661st 
T.  D.  Battalion,  102nd  Cavalry  Squadron,  2nd  Ranger  Bat¬ 
talion,  62nd  F.  A.  Battalion  and  the  777th  Tank  Battalion. 
The  plan  of  operation  was  for  the  task  force  to  start  from 
Volandar,  then  to  drive  east  and  south  to  the  southern 
border  of  the  V  Corps  zone.  After  the  task  force  had  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Corps’  southern  boundary  the  remainder  of 
the  Division  was  sent  across  the  Rhine. 
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FORT  EHRENBREITSTEIN 


In  the  zone  of  the  task  force’s  operation  stood  the 
famous  fortress — Ehrenbreitstein.  On  27  March  1945,  this 
fortress  fell  once  again  into  the  hands  of  American  soldiers. 
The  capture  of  the  fortress  was  an  historic  occasion  because 
it  was  here  that  the  last  American  flag  was  lowered  follow¬ 
ing  the  occupation  of  Germany  after  World  War  I.  The  flag 
was  lowered  on  23  April  1923,  and  it  was  planned  to  have 
that  same  flag  raised  over  the  fortress  on  Army  Day,  6  April 
1945,  as  a  symbol  of  the  victorious  return  of  American 
troops  to  Germany. 
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MEDICS 


There  is,  on  our  team,  a  group  of  men  all  too  often 
under  publicized.  They  are  the  men  who,  in  the  face  of 
withering  fire,  have  gone  forth  to  give  aid  to  our  wounded. 
Through  long  hours,  bearing  the  same  privations  and  hard¬ 
ships,  receiving  the  same  wounds,  sometimes  paying  the 
supreme  sacrifice  that  others  might  live,  they  have  played 
their  part  in  our  history.  This  group  is  well  known  to  all 
soldiers  as  the  “Medics”. 


BEYOND  THE  RHINE 

On  28  March,  the  Division  began  to  move  forward 
again.  Its  mission  was  to  follow  the  Corps  south  boundary. 

The  Corps  was  proceeding  due  east  and  it  was  to  turn 
northeast.  The  9th  Armored  was  in  the  lead  with  the  2nd 
Division  behind  it.  The  69th  Division  followed  protecting 
the  Corps  flank  and  mopping  up.  The  route  followed  gen¬ 
erally  the  Lahn  River.  The  Division  C.  P.  was  for  a  time  at 
Bad  Ems.  Little  resistance  was  encountered  during  this 
period.  On  5  April,  the  Division  moved  into  Kassel  and  re¬ 
lieved  the  80th  Division.  The  Corps  plan  was  for  the  69th 
and  2nd  Divisions  to  attack  abreast  then  pass  the  9th  Ar¬ 
mored  Division  through  us.  On  the  night  of  5  April,  the  hea¬ 
vily  defended  city  of  Hann.  Munden  was  attacked,  and 
at  2049  on  7  April  the  town  had  been  seized.  We  now  be¬ 
gan  to  move  east  rapidly.  Our  forces  had  broken  into  the  / 
open.  It  must  be  close  to  the  end,  but  these  thoughts  were 
driven  from  us  as  one  of  the  regiments  was  slowed  and 
stopped  at  Weissenfels.  The  battle  began  on  12  April  and 
on  the  afternoon  of  13  April  the  town  had  been  declared 
cleared  and  the  armor  and  infantry  rolled  on. 


.  .  .  P.  W.’s 

Prisoners — everyone  took  prisoners — the  infantry, 
artillery,  service  elements,  headquarters  units,  the  tanks 
and  tank  destroyers  (even  C.P.’s)  found  themselves  fac¬ 
ing  large  groups  of  Germans  who  gave  up  without  a 
shot.  So  many  different  units  were  among  the  identific¬ 
ations — Germans  from  the  navy,  from  the  air  force, 
from  veterinary  companies,  from  schools — every  poss¬ 
ible  unit  in  the  German  armed  forces  was  found  in 
this  conglomeration.  Hitler  was  not  scraping  the  bottom 

V 

of  the  barrel,  anymore — he  had  trouble  finding  the  bar¬ 
rel.  The  hint  of  Victory  was  unmistakably  in  the  air. 
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OPs  are  always  valuable;  they  are  our  eyes,  but  one  of  the 
best  eyes  we  had  was  our  air  OPs.  They  brought  targets  to  the 
artillery,  information  to  the  infantry.  They  were  those  kites  with 
g  washing  machine  motor,  the  Grasshoppers. 
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BATTLE  FOR  LEIPZIG 

The  Corps  Commander  planned  for  us  to  come  in 
from  behind  and  drive  from  the  east  to  the  west  after  the 
armor  swept  to  positions  north  and  east  of  the  city  from 
which  they  could  block  reinforcements.  One  infantry  regi¬ 
ment  in  accordance  with  the  plans  swung  wide  behind  the 
armor  and  went  into  position  generally  north  of  an  E-W 
line  running  through  the  center  of  the  city.  The  second  re¬ 
giment  was  to  swing  into  position  south  of  the  northern 
regiment  so  as  to  drive  into  the  city  in  a  northwesterly  di¬ 
rection.  The  third  regiment,  which  was  already  fighting  on 
the  south  of  the  city,  was  to  continue  its  advance  to  the 
north.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  regiment  south 
of  Leipzig  was  meeting  substantial  opposition.  The  Ger¬ 
mans  had  arranged  the  defenses  of  the  city  for  an  attack 
from  the  South  and  East.  They  had  hundreds  of  88  mm  AA 
guns  in  our  division  sector.  The  attack  on  the  city  began  at 
1245  18  April  without  artillery  preparation.  It  became  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  Germans  would  fall  back  into  the  main 
part  of  the  city.  The  two  task  forces  were  organized  using 
tank  destroyers  and  tanks  from  the  661st  Tank  Destroyer 
Battalion  and  the  777th  Tank  Battalion.  The  infantry  was  to 
ride  on  the  vehicles.  At  1500  on  the  18th  these  task  forces 
attacked.  By  2100  they  had  reached  their  objectives  in  the 
heart  of  the  city.  The  two  main  points  of  opposition  in  the 
city  were  the  railroad  station  (the  largest  in  Germany)  and 
the  “Battle  of  the  Nations  Monument”  or  Napoleon’s  Mo¬ 
nument.  Both  were  massive  structures  built  of  heavy  ma¬ 
sonry  and  stone  from  which  artillery  shells  actually  bounc¬ 
ed.  By  0800  19  April  these  two  points  of  opposition  had 
been  cleared  and  the  city  of  Leipzig  had  fallen. 
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NAPOLEON’S  MONUMENT 


CITY  HALL 


UNIVERSITY  LEIPZIG 


JOHAN  N  SEBASTIAN 
BACH 


ST.  THOMAS  CHURCH 
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R  A  I  L  ROAD  STATION 


AUGUSTUS  SQUARE 
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EILENBURG 
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Six  hours  after  Leipzig  had  fallen  the  Division  was  on 
the  move  again  to  the  east.  This  time  with  the  mission  of 
relieving  the  9th  Armored  Division  and  securing  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mulde  River.  Little  opposition  was  met  through¬ 
out  the  division  zone  except  at  Eilenburg  in  the  extreme 
north  of  the  division’s  zone.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
toughest  fights  of  the  division.  On  the  21st  day  of  April 
1945  the  town  was  attacked.  This  fight  became  an  artillery¬ 
man’s  dream.  Victory  over  Germany  seemed  too  near  to 
lose  too  many  men  so  the  decision  was  made  to  pour  on 
the  artillery.  More  than  10,000  rounds  of  white  phosphor¬ 
ous  and  high  explosive  were  fired  into  the  city.  The  city  was 
flattened.  On  23  April  Eilenburg  had  been  taken  and  the 
Division  held  the  Mulde  River  within  its  zone. 
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THE  LINKUP 
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While  positions  were  being  established  along  the  east 
side  of  Mulde  River,  patrols  constantly  crossed  the  river 
in  hopes  of  meeting  the  Russians.  Excitement  ran  high  as 
the  rumors  of  the  possible  meeting  of  the  Russians  spread 
throughout  the  area.  For  several  days  there  was  little  activ¬ 
ity  outside  of  patrolling.  Orders  were  issued  to  fire  only 
on  targets  that  were  unmistakably  German.  Another  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  juncture  with  the  Russians  was  the  steady 
stream  of  German  prisoners  coming  into  our  lines  to  evade 
capture  by  the  Russians. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  25  April  1945,  a  patrol  of  eleven  men  led  by 
Lt.  Albert  L.  Kotzebue  of  the  273rd  Infantry  Regiment  made  the  historic 
contact  at  Leckwitz  on  the  Elbe  River  with  the  58th  Guard  Division, 

34th  Corps,  General  Jadov’s 
•  5th  Ukrainian  Army,  Mar¬ 

shal  Koniev’sFirstUkrainian 
Front.  History  had  been 
made — the  great  Soviet  Ar¬ 
my  and  the  Allied  Army  had 
joined.  Germany  had  been 
cut  in  two.  Victory  could  be 
only  a  few  days  off. 
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May  8,  1 945 — Simultaneously,  at  the  capitals  of  the  three 
major  powers,  the  announcement  was  made — "V-EDay” — 
the  end  of  War  in  Europe.  V-E  Day  came  to  us  causing  mixed 
emotions,  but  actually  no  wild  celebrations  because  it  was 
just  another  step  toward  the  end  of  War  all  over  the  world. 
We  asked  the  questions,  “what  now, occupation?”,  “the  South 
Pacific — and  how  soon?" 


15  May  1945  --  Our  Birthday. 


Th  is  day  we  were  two  years  old.  What  a  Iona  way  we 
had  come.  From  the  pine  forests  of  Camp  Shelby,  Mississippi, 
across  thousands  of  miles  of  water  and  then  across  hundreds 
of  miles  of  foreign  soil  to  the  goal  towards  which  we  had  first 
turned  our  faces— Victory  in  Europe. 


I  N  M  EMOR  1AM 


Adams,  Lee  K.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Carlson,  Ernest  A.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Ahl,  Don  B.,  2nd  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Chambers,  Roy  E.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Akers,  George  D.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Champagne,  Melvin  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Amoss,  Harry  C-,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Chow,  Paul,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Anastassion,  James  P.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Chumney,  Robert  E.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Anderson,  Eugene,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Clare,  Maurice  W.,  Jr.,  T/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Anderson,  Fred  J.f  Pfc, 

271  Regt. 

Clark,  James  F.,  Jr.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Andrisano,  Frank  P.,  Pfc- 

273  Regt. 

Coblentz,  Myron  P.,  Capt. 
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Arents,  Kenneth  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Cohalla,  Eloy,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Aseltine,  Robert,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Coker,  Cecil  F.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Austin,  Billy  R.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Collard,  Vernile,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Babine,  Francis  E.,  Sgt. 

881  FA  Bn. 

Collins,  Clarence  G.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bailey,  Joel  S.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Conley,  James  H.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Baker,  Wilfred,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Conroy,  Steve  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Barker,  William,  D.,  Pfc.  • 

271  Regt. 

Coombs,  Linwood  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Barnes,  Lee  A.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Copenhaven,  Charles,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Barnett,  Frank  G.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Cottrell,  Stanley,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Beatty  Wilbert,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Counts,  Carl  D.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Beatty  John,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Courtney,  Percy  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Beck,  Paul,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Cowan,  Robert  L.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bernal,  Hinginio  M.,  Pfc. 

69th  QM  Co. 

Creed,  Melvyn  B.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Bessinger,  Burton  J.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt, 

Cross,  Richard,  T/5 

272  Regt. 

Bigger,  Alfred  B.,  Pvt 

273  Regt. 

Culp,  Kenneth  F.,  T/5 

271  Regt. 

Biggerstaff,  Harry  W.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Curtaccio,  Melvin  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bishop,  Ralph  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Daily,  Garland  D.,  Pfc. 

880  FA  Bn. 

Black,  Julius  M.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Davidson,  Raymond  C.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Blaki,  Courtland  F.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Dawson,  Daniel  W.,  Lt.  Col. 

69th  QM  Co. 

Blessen,  John  1.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Dechenko,  Alexis  A.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Bloomfield,  Edward  K.,  T/5 

272  Regt. 

De  Francesco,  Gaetano  R.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Bark,  Kenneth  G.,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Delaney,  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bourassa,  Paul  E.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

De  Marco,  Dino  A.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Bouren,  Rolla  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Derr,  Glen  L.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Boures,  Richard  H.,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Desensi,  John,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bradfield,  Earl,  S/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Dinger,  Russell  D.,  S/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Brasdie,  John  M.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Dorosh,  Theodore  J.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Bray,  Ewert  E.  D.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Douden,  William  H.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Bremner,  Ronald,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Dougherty,  Alaysino  F. 

271  Regt. 

Bridges,  William  M.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Draa,  Clifford  S.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Brooks,  John  M.  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Draper,  Therrell  M.,  T/4 

273  Regt. 

Brosey,  Oliver  W.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Drees,  Oscar  G.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Bryan,  Robert  L.,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Dunn,  Gayle  E.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Broniszewski,  Stanley  C.,  Pvt., 

271  Regt. 

Durkee,  James  O.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Buchanan,  Bobby  R.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Eafrati,  Anthony  F.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Buckley,  Fergus  P.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt.  v 

Ecker,  William  C.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Bullion,  Johnnie  E.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Edgin,  Dewe  C.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Burns,  John  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Edwards,  Donald  S.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Burton,  Grenn  T.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Eggerding,  Alvin  T.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Buschen,  Robert  H.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Elam,  James  D,,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Caires,  Charles  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Eldridge,  Delza,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Cairo,  Willis  O.,  T/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Elkins,  James  W.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Campurciani,  Albert  Jrv  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Essex,  Edward  L.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Eubank,  Philip  S.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Hayden,  Jack  T.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Fales,  Benny  L.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Hayes,  George  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Fanning,  John  J.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Haywood,  Ernest  A.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Farsh,  Joseph  A.,  T/4 

271  Regt. 

Hendren,  Bobby  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Ferguson,  Paul,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Hennessy,  Thomas  J.,  1  st  Lt. 

69  th  Ren.  Trp 

Fewell,  Wayne  W.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Herriott,  John  R.,  Pvt. 

881  FA  Bn. 

Field,  Curtis,  Sgt. 

271  Regt, 

Hickmann,  Paul,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Fiero,  Patrick  J.,  2nd  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Hill,  Leo  R.,  Pvt. 

269  Engr.  Bn. 

Finley,  William  F.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Hill,  Stanley  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Fleagle,  Henry  J.,  1  st  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Hillstrom,  Rudolph  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Fletcher,  Robert  L.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Hodges,  William  M.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Flory,  Curtis  O.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Hoilman,  William  V.,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Fox,  Chris  P.,  Jr.,  1  st  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Holland,  John  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Franks,  George  E.,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Hollifield,  Fred  E.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Fultz,  Leroy,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Hooie,  Marshall  D.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Gallaher,  William  C.,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Hosey,  James  T.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Gambino,  Gaetano,  T/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Hrnchar,  John,  S/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Gardner,  Robert  C.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Huff,  Lonza  R.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Garfinkle,  Howard,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Huffman,  William  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Garner,  James  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Hughes,  Troy,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Garrison,  J.  W.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Hulsey,  Burley  L.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. ' 

Gartland,  Walter  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Hunt,  John  D.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Genouese,  O'Neil,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Hyde,  David  H.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Giandamenico,  Dominic  V.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

lafrate,  Raymond  G.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Gibbons,  Lloyd  H.,  Col. 

Hq.  69th  Inf.  Div. 

Ingalls,  Lester  L.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Gielow,  Raymond  L.,  Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Jasinski,  William  J.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Gillespie,  Thomas  W.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Jensen,  Robert  G.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Gilligan,  Joseph  F.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Johns,  Harry  H.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Gillilan,  George  M.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Johnson  Holmes,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Glass,  Oranan  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Jordan,  Arthur  D.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Goben,  James  L.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Jordan,  Frank  E.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Goldie,  William,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Kober,  Ben,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Gonzales,  Solome  L.,  T/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Kamman,  Royce  G.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Graham,  Weldon  M.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Kaptur,  Arthur  J.,  2nd  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Granese,  Nicholas  J.,  CpI. 

272  Regt. 

Kays,  Edward  L.,  2nd  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Gresham,  Henry  T.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Kellermann,  Sylvester  M.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Hadaway,  J.  C.,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Kelley,  Harold  L.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Hadden,  Matt  T.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Kelly,  Louis  J.,  Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Hadley,  Winford  T.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Kennedy,  Delbert  F.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Halasy,  John  J.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Kinney,  Nelson  H.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Hale,  Walter  K.,  Jr.,  2nd  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Kirchm,  James  S.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Ham,  Clifton  A.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Kirkland,  Jesse  B.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Ham,  Melvin  G.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Kline,  Robert  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Hamilton,  Paul  E.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Klutts,  Thomas  M.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Hannigan,  John  J.,  CpI. 

880  FA  Bn. 

Knaus,  Warren  L.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Harding,  Mitchell  A.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Knight,  Jerry  V.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Hardy,  Gordon  L.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Knight,  Wesley  B.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Harfoot,  Edward  A.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Knuth,  Charles  J.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Harris,  William  E.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Kohler,  Vernon  H.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Hart,  Richard  J.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Koutnik,  Donald  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Haverly,  John,  Jr.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Kuenzel,  Elmer  W.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Kvasnickw,  Farrell  D.,  Pfc. 

27 1  Regt. 

La  Grone,  Charles  B.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Lange,  Roy  E.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Lankford,  James  D.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Lankford,  Scott  J.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Lawrence,  Robert  D.,  1  st  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Lee,  William  T.,  T 15 

69  MP  Platoon 

Lewis,  Basil  J.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Lofgren,  Martin  J.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Loomis,  Harry  A.,  Jr.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Lotspeich,  Norvin  E.,  2nd  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Lowe,  George  E.,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Lucas,  Dallas  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Madden,  Aloysius  G.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Madory,  Lyle  J.,  2nd  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Martin,  James  C.  Sr.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Martin,  Joe  P.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Martin,  Marvin  H.,  Pvt- 

273  Regt. 

Mattila,  Elmer  F.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Melhorn,  Fredrick  O.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Meriett,  James  A.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Miller,  Bennie  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Miller,  Cacano  Jr.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Miller,  Douglas  E.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Miller,  William  R.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Miskovic,  Emil  M.,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Mixer,  John  J.,  T/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Maloney,  Edwin  J.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Manza,  Vincent  J.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Mooneyhan,  Admiral  D.,  Jr.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Moore,  Edwin  B.,  2nd  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Moore,  Roy  R.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Morris,  John  V.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Motto,  Alphonse  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Mugerdichian,  Adam,  Pfc. 

MP  Platoon 

Mullenix,  Francis  A.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Munson,  William  W.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Murphy,  Charles  T.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

McCowley,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

McDermott,  Joseph  F.,  Jr.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

McCann,  John  P.,  1st  Sgt. 

769  Ord.  Co. 

McGlothlin,  Ewell  L.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

McKenzie,  Samuel  J.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Naas,  Arnold  J.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Nehmer,  Elvin  C.,  2nd  Lt. 

269  Engr.  Bn. 

Nelson,  Norman  R.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Nickerson,  Donald  W.,  Pvt. 

69 tn  Ren.  Trp. 

Niedzwiecki,  William  H.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Nix,  Rayford  L.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Noland,  Harry  T.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

North,  James  V.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Northern,  Turner  P.,  2nd  Lt. 

880  FA  Bn. 

Nuttall,  Merton  E.,  Jr.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Ogden,  Edward  L.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

O'Hara,  John  H.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

O’Keefe,  Edward  C.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Olson,  Ivert  V.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Olson,  Rayder  C.,  CpI. 

271  Regt. 

Ortega,  Pilar  G.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Ozimek,  Chester  A.,  T/5 

273  Regt. 

Pankan,  Joseph  A.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Paolillo,  Enrico  V.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Parker,  Vernon  T.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Parlin,  Delmer  L.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Parris,  William  E.,  Capt. 

273  Regt. 

Pepper,  James  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Peterson,  Marvin  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Piercy,  Earl  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Pinion,  I.  W.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Pittman,  Harry  S.,  Jr.f  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Parath,  Louie  A.,  Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Powell,  Duet  S.,  T/5 

269  Engr.  Bn. 

Powell,  Gowan  J.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Pratt,  Thomas  A.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Pratt,  Walter  S.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Pryczynski,  Maurice  P.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Ramirez,  Maurs  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Reardon,  James  W.,  Pvt. 

269  Engr.  Bn. 

Rex,  Gerald  G.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Reynolds,  Charles  J.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Richardson,  Augustus,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Richardson,  Robert  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Ricker,  William  G. ,2nd  Lt.fRep.P.W 

.)  271  Regt. 

Rider,  Harold  W.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Riffel,  James  L.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Rineon,  Rudolph  P.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Rives,  Alfred  R.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Robbins,  Rolland,  S.,  Pvt. 

369  Med.  Det. 

Robbins,  La  Mayette  F.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Roberson,  Hubert  D.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Roberts,  James  V.,  Pfc. 

69  th  QM  Co. 

Roeske,  Harald  A.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Rothman,  Bernard,  T/4 

269  Engr.  Bn. 

Runcel,  Bruno  P.,  T/4 

273  Regt. 

Runges,  Edwin  D.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Rusnak,  John  S.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Rustad,  Vernon  R.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Rylisho,  Louis  S.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Sukyesva,  Nelson,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Samoarian,  John,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Sanders,  Carl,  T/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Schafer,  Marvin  H.  B.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Schell,  Albert  J.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Schulke,  John  J.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Scott,  Robert  F.,  Jr.,  2nd  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Seger,  Robert  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Sell,  Edward  W.,  T/5 

272  Regt. 

Shelquist,  Richard  A.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Shoemaker,  Emmett  N.,  Pvt. 

272  Regt. 

Shuler,  Daniel  R.,  2nd  Lt. 

273  Regt. 

Silk,  Raymond  A.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Simister,  William  H.,  1  st  Lt. 

271  Regt. 

Simon,  Binjamin  M.,  CpI. 

272  Regt. 

Simons,  Alvin  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Sinclair,  Kirk  L.,  Jr.,  1  st  Lt. 

Hq.  69th  Inf.  Div. 

Singleton,  Paul  A.,  S/Sgt. 

661  TD  Bn. 

Sisson,  Harry  E.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Smith,  Douglas,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Smith,  Edward  T.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Smith,  Frank  T.,  S/Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Smith,  Howard  L.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Smith,  Julius  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Smith,  Raymond  W.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Smith,  Russell  E.,  CpI. 

273  Regt. 

Sneddon,  Thomas  G.,  Jr.,  CpI. 

569  Sig.  Co. 

Sparkman,  Fred,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Spencer,  John  W.,  T/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Spieckermann,  Marvin  M.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Spiekerman,  Ramon  C.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Spraberry,  Earl  R.,  Jr.,  CpI. 

879  FA  Bn. 

Squibb,  Clark  M.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Stull,  Joseph,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Stallings,  Stephen,  Jr.,  Pvt. 

271*  Regt. 

Stone,  Gerald  E.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Stubbs,  John  G.,  Jr.,  1  st  Lt. 

879  FA  Bn. 

Sumerel,  Fred  E.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Swartz,  William  C.,  Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Tate,  Boyd  V.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Tavares,  Joseph,  T/5 

271  Regt. 

Thompson,  Robert  B.,  S/Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Tindell,  Sam  E.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Tipton,  Strawder  H.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Troy,  David  C.,  Sgt, 

273  Regt. 

Trudell,  Curtis  L.,  Capt. 

271  Regt. 

Turnwold,  William  E.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Uhl,  Leslie  R.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Ulfeng,  Milton  1.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Utafka,  Joseph  J.,  Jr.,  T/5 

881  FA  Bn. 

Valiga,  Paul  C.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Villalobos,  Frank  E.,  T/5 

271  Regt. 

Wagner,  Chester  L.,  Sgt. 

273  Regt. 

Walensky,  Adam  J.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Walby,  Walter  S.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Walters,  Paul  M.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Washburn,  Roger  E.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Welch,  James  J.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

West,  James  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Whaley,  Robert  G.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Whitaker,  Charles  D.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Wienke,  Harold  H.,  Pfc. 

272  Regt. 

Williams,  Edward,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Williams,  Lafern,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Willoughby,  Richard  E.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Wilson,  Galvin  R.,  Pvt. 

271  Regt. 

Wilson,  Robert  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Witty,  Earl  J.,  Jr.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Wood,  Alfred  E.,  Jr.,  S/Sgt. 

272  Regt. 

Woodworth,  George  R.,  Pfc. 

271  Regt. 

Wright,  Charles  L.,  1st  Lt.  • 

273  Regt. 

Wright,  Nelson  R.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Yodual,  James  C.,  Pfc. 

.  271  Regt. 

Zanderzuk,  Frank  J.,  Pvt. 

273  Regt. 

Zarbock  John  O.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Zavala,  Alfonso  H.,  Pfc. 

273  Regt. 

Zerbe,  Elmer  R.,  Sgt. 

271  Regt. 

Zimmerman,  Robert  F.,  1  st  Lt. 

880  FA  Bn 

ATTACHED  U 

661  Tank  Destroyer  Bn. 

NITS 

Bioni,  Howard  G.,  Sgt. 


Burnett,  Floyd  A.,  Pfc. 

Dillard,  Charlie  L.,  T/5 
Flick,  Fred  W.,  Pfc. 

Jamerson,  James  D.,  T/4 
Knick,  Thomas  S.,  CpI. 

Moore,  Owen  W.,  CpI. 
Barridon,  Clifford  A.,  Pfc. 
Singleton,  Paul  A.,  S/Sgt. 

777  Tank  Bn. 

Bradshaw,  Carlos  L.,  Pfc. 
Farrel,  James  H.,  Pfc. 

Fried,  Morton  L.,  1  st  Lt. 
Goodwin,  Kenton  F.,  Jr.,  1  st  Lt. 
Hatchell,  Johnie,  CpI. 

Harm,  Alfred  J.,  Pfc. 

Horney,  Arthur  F.,  Pfc. 

Kessler,  James  W.,  Pfc. 
Mikosek,  John  D.,  CpI. 
Patranelia,  Luke  J.,  CpI. 

Roche,  John  T.,  CpI. 

Thompson,  Clifford  J.,  Sgt. 
Umphfres,  Donald  R.,  Pfc. 
White,  Robert  E.,  1  st  Lt. 


AWARDS  AND  DECORATIONS 

/ 

15  February  1945  to  15  July  1945 

Award  '  Amount  awarded 

Distinguished  Service  Cross .  3 

Silver  Star . 83 

Silver  Star  (Oak-Leaf  Cluster)  . .  1 

Silver  Star  (Posthumous) .  26 

Silver  Star  (Oak-Leave  Cluster,  Posthumous) .  2 

Soldier's  Medal  .  8  . 

Soldier's  Medal  (Posthumous)  .  1 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Heroic  Achievement) .  875 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (HA,  Posthumous) .  34 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (HA,  Oak-Leaf  Cluster)  .  54 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (HA,  2nd  Oak  Leaf-Cluster) .  4  ~ 

/ 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Meritorious  Service)  . 1264 

/ 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Meritorious  Service,  Oak-Leaf  Cluster)  6 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (MS,  Posthumous) .  9 

Air  Medal .  19  / 

Air  Medal  (Oak-Leaf  Cluster)  . 14 

Meritorious  Service  Unit  Plaque  .  ,  . .  18 
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